WAIKOLOA VILLAGE OUTDOOR CIRCLE 
EARTH DAY PARTICIPATION TIPS

Originated by Gaylord Nelson, Earth Day in the United States and many nations around the world has been celebrated on April 22 every year since 1970.  What can you do to help celebrate Earth Day this year?  Here are a few suggestions from the Waikoloa Village Outdoor Circle:

· Add to your garden.  Plant a tree for shade or a shrub for beauty and reduce carbon dioxide (plants use carbon dioxide for photosynthesis).  Pick plants that are native or indigenous to your area and don’t require a lot of water (look at what looks good in your neighbor’s yard) and be sure not to plant invasive species.

· Buy (and use) products that you can re-use, including reusable grocery bags, reusable water bottles and reusable lunch bags.  These products are available at many local stores or on the Web at various sites such as www.reusablebags.com.

· Recycle your every-day household waste.  The next time you take your “HI-5” items such as aluminum, glass and plastic beverage containers for redemption, you can also take your glass jars and wine bottles, plastic milk jugs and detergent bottles, mixed paper (including newspapers and magazines), broken down cardboard and brown paper bags, and tin cans (such as for pet food and tuna fish).  Place these items in the designated recycling bins at the transfer station.  See Recycle Hawaii’s website at www.recyclehawaii.org for more information.

· Visit the Web to find ways to recycle your “e-waste” (cell phones computers, PDAs) – www.MyBoneYard.com, www.GreenPhone.com, www.eBay.Eztradin.com, www.Freecycle.org.  Or check with the manufacturer to see if they have a “take-back” program.  Lastly (and perhaps the easiest), the County of Hawaii has an e-waste collection site in Kona.  Check www.recyclehawaii.org for location and hours.

· Donate your unused items to schools and non-profits.

Waikoloa Village Outdoor Circle offers a convenient recycling service for all recyclables, both redeemable and non-redeemable, to its members and encourages those members to take advantage of this service.  Call Beverley Brand at 883-3362 for information.  Pick-ups can be arranged for those members unable to deliver.

For more information on the Waikoloa Village Outdoor Circle and its mission, contact them at 883-3362 or e-mail them at wvoc@waikoloaoutdoorcircle.org.

